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Short Story Review
Leopold Locked Room by Edward D. Hoch examines the life of a police captain who is arrested for having murdered his ex-wife. Captain Leopold is the protagonist in the story. The story that takes place in Sunset Falls begins with Captain Leopold attending a wedding of his niece, Vicki Nelson who is marrying a young layer, Ted Moor. Captain was skeptical about attending the wedding because he knew that his ex-wife, Monica would be there. However, he attends the wedding either way. He meets Monica and they decide to go somewhere alone to talk. They walk into a room to find some quiet place to talk but soon after people hear of a gunshot. Lt. Fletcher runs to the scene and finds Monica lying on the floor in a pool of blood and Captain Leopold standing by. His gun has been recently fired and Lt. Fletcher arrests him for killing his ex-wife. The story is a mystery because he was the only one in the room with Monica and yet he claims that he did not kill her.
Even though the events in the story cannot happen in real life especially with the current age of technology, the author has provided a convincing plot that has been cleverly thought out. The suspenseful ending is not only interesting but also leaves the audience with more questions about the truth of what Captain Leopold was saying about his ex-wife’s death. The interesting suspense in the plot is further created by the setting, the locked room where the shooting occurred. No one can know what happened as one person, Monica ends up dead while the other stands on his ground that he did not commit the murder.
Furthermore, despite that the story seems a mystery at first; the ending brings out a solution that is not only simple but also comprehensive. Leopold provides an insightful claim that resonates with Monica’s statement earlier. He claims that he “just held the gun there and she pulled the trigger herself” (58). Earlier in the story, Monica was clearly set for revenge, and she thought that the wedding could be the perfect place to implement her insidious plan. As Leopold explained, “Monica was the key to it all” (55) as she ensured that she took Leopold to a room where they were the only ones. Also, Leopold’s skepticism about attending the wedding could paint a picture to the personality of Monica that she “was a complicated woman” (55).
In conclusion, the story Leopold Locked Room provides an insightful view of a mysterious world of murder that ends in the resolution that Monica could have killed herself as revenge for her ex-husband. While it is difficult to believe, learning more about Monica’s character and personality could attest to Captain Leopold’s assertion that his ex-wife may have had 15 years to plan for this revenge mission.
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